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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend Claims 1-9, 11, 13-16, 21-28. Please cancel Claims 17 and 29- 
37 without prejudice or disclaimer. 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of communicating a fa^message via a 
computer network, the method comprising: 

rocoiving tho fax via a pub l ic switched te le phone network from a source 
l ocation; 

determin i ng whothor tho source l ocat i on author i zes i ncurr i ng l ong 
distance charges that aro mado subsoquont to roco i v i ng tho fax; 

transmitting a_ tho fax message via tho I nternet from a first server having 
at l oast ono dia l up modem to a second serve r wherein the second server 
comprises a plurality of having at l east ono outgoing dial-up modem s and 
wherein the outgoing dial-up modems are configured to fax the message to 
recipients via a public switched telephone network ; 

determining availability of the outgoing dial-up modom modems at the 
second server; 

if none of the outgoing dial-up modems are available, applying a wait 
time wherein the wait time is based at least in part on the utilization of the 
outgoing dial-up modems; and 

sending tho fax message v i a tho d i a l up modom and a pub l ic switched 
telephone network to a rocoivor 

determining whether at least one of the outgoing dial-up modems is 
available after the wait time . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, further comprising storing 
the fax-message at the second server. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising reserving 
an available outgoing dial-up modem for transmitting the fax— message to the 
roce i v e r recipient . 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein determining 
availability of the outgoing dial-up modom modems comprises identifying the-an active 
or an inactive state of the outgoing dial-up mod e m modems . 
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5. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein determining 
availability of the outgoing dial-up mod e m modems is performed periodically at 
predetermined times, or at start-up of the second server, or after one of the outgoing 
dial-up mod e m modems is removed or another of the outgoing dial-up mod e m modems 
is added. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim §4, further comprising saving 
the active or inactive state of the outgoing dial-up modem in a memory. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, further comprising queuing 
the fax-message for sending at a later time if there is no outgoing dial-up modem 
available for immediate sending. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 71, wherein queuing tho fax 
mossago includes wait i ng for a per i od o f the wait time tbat-is based upon at least one 
characteristic ofthe load upon the outgoing dial-up medem modems . 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising sending a 
transmittal report to a transceiver having originated the fax-message. 

10. (Cancelled). 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising receiving 
the message, wherein receiving the fax-message includes handling the fa^message 
according to the T.37 standard. 

12. (Cancelled). 

13. (Currently Amended) A system for communicating a fax message via a 
computer network, the system comprising: 

moans for rocoiv i ng tho fax v i a a pub l ic switched to l ophon e network from 
a sourc e l ocat i on; 

moans for dotormin i ng whothor tho sourco l ocation authorizes incurr i ng 
long distance charges that aro mado by tho moans for roco i v i ng; 

means for transmitting v i a the Intornot tho fax a message from a first 
server to a second server wherein the second server comprises a plurality of 
outgoing dial-up modems and wherein the outgoing dial-up modems are 
configured to fax the message to recipients via a public switched telephone 
network ; 
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means for determining availability of a — the outgoing dial-up 
mod e m modems at the second server ; 

if none of the outgoing dial-up modems are available, means for applying 
a wait time, wherein the wait time is based at least in part on the utilization of 
the outgoing dial-up modems; and 

moans for send i ng tho fax message v i a tho d i a l up modom and a pub l ic 
sw i tch e d te l ephon e network to a r e c ei v e r 

means for determining whether at least one of the outgoing dial-up 
modems is available after the wait time . 

14. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 13, further comprising means 
for storing the fax-message at the rocoivina moans second server . 

15. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 13, further comprising means 
for reserving an available outgoing dial-up modem for transmitting the fax-message to 
the r e c ei v e r recipient . 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 13, further comprising means 
for queuing the fax-message for sending at a later time if there is no outgoing dial-up 
modem available for immediate sending. 

17. (Canceled) 

18. -20 (Cancelled). 

21. (Currently Amended) A method of communicating a fax message via a 
computer network, the method comprising: 

transmitting a fax -message from a first fax-transceiver to a first server via 
a public switched telephone network; 

dotorm i n i ng whether a user of tho first fax transceiver author i zes 
i ncurr i ng l ong d i stance charges that ar e made by tho first serv e r; 

forwarding efthe fax- message by the first server, via a computer network, 
to a second server fravme- wherein the second server comprises a plurality of 
outgoing dial-up modems , and wherein the outgoing dial-up modems are 
configured to fax the message to recipients via a public switched telephone 
network ; 

receiving and storing the fax- message at the second server; 

determining availability of each of the outgoing dial-up modems; 
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if none of the outgoing dial-up modems are available, applying a wait 
time, wherein the wait time is based at least in part on a number of dial-up 
modems and based at least in part on a number of subscribers associated with 
the second server; 

queu i ng transm i ssion of tho fax for a p e r i od of tim e , and determining 
availability of each of the outgoing dial-up modems upon oxp i rat i on o f after the 
wait time per i od, i f nono of tho d i a l up modoms i s ava il ab le; and 

if one of the outgoing dial-up modems is available after the wait time. 
sending the fax -message via a soloctod an available one of the outgoing dial-up 
modems and the pub li c l y public switched telephone networ k, dotorm i nod to bo 
ava il ab l e, to a second fax-transceiver, wherein the second fax-transceiver is 
physically located in the same local-toll area 7 of a public telephone network T as 
the second server. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 21, wherein receiving and 
storing includes processing the fax-message according to the-a store-and-forward 
protocol. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 21, further comprising tho act 
ef-reserving aft -the available outgoing dial-up modem for sending the fa xmessage . 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 21 , further comprising gueuing 
the transmission of the message, w herein queuing transmission of the fax -message 
includes wa i ting for a period o f the wait time that is based upon at least one 
characteristic ofthe load upon the outgoing dial-up mode mmodems . 

25. (Currently Amended) A program storage device storing instructions that 
when executed by a computer performs the-ajnethod of communicating a fax-message 
via a computer network, the method program storage device comprising: 

transmitt i ng a fax from a first fox tranoco i vor to a first sorvor via a pub li c 
sw i tched to l ophono network; 

dotorm i n i ng whether a user of tho first fax tranoco i vor author i zes 
i ncurr i ng long distanco charges that aro mado by tho f i rst oorvor; 

instructions configured to forward i no forward of tho fax a message by the 

a_first serve r, via a computer network, to a second server havma -wherein the 

second server comprises a plurality of outgoing dial-up modems , and wherein 
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the outgoing dial-up modems are configured to fax the message to recipients 
via a public switched telephone network ; 

roco i v i ng and storing th e fax at th e second server; 

instructions configured to det e rm i ning determine availability of oach of 
the outgoing dial-up modems at the second server ; 

if none of the outgoing dial-up modems are available, instructions 
configured to apply a wait time, wherein the wait time is based at least in part on 
the utilization of the outgoing dial-up modems; and 

queu i ng transm i ss i on of tho fax for a per i od of t i mo, and dotorm i ning 
avai l abi li ty of oach of tho d i a l up modems upon exp i rat i on of tho t i mo period, if 
none of the d i a l up modems is ava il abl e ; and 

send i ng tho fax v i a a soloctod one of tho dia l up modems and tho pub li c 
sw i tched te l ephone network, dotormin e d to bo avai l ab l e, to a second fax 
transce i ver, whoro i n tho second fax transce i ver is physica l ly l ocated i n tho same 
l oca l toll area, of a pub l ic te l ephone network, as tho second server 

instructions configured to determine whether at least one of the outgoing 
dial-up modems is available after the wait time . 

26. (Currently Amended) The program storage device of Claim 25, further 
comprising instructions configured to receive and store the message, wherein receiving 
and storing the fax-message includes processing the fax-message according to the-a 
store-and-forward protocol. 

27. (Currently Amended) The program storage device of Claim 25, whoro i n 
tho mothod f urther comprisos comprising instructions configured to tho act of reserv i ng 
reserve an available outgoing dial-up modem for sending the fa xmessage . 

28. (Currently Amended) The program storage device of Claim 25, further 
comprising instructions configured to cueue the message, wherein queuing the fax 
message comprises waiting for a predetermined period of time that is based upon at 
least one characteristic of the load upon the outgoing dial-up medemmodems. 

29. -37. (Canceled) 
38.-41. (Cancelled) 
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